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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 8/25/2006 
is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 12-14, 16 and 18-20 are objected to because of the 
following informalities: The claims depend from a cancel claim. This 
appears to be a mistyped error. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section 
made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 15, 16 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Newton U.S. Patent No. 6,690,363. 

Referring to claim 21, Newton discloses a data selection system 
(see figures 1-3 and respective portions of the specification) . Newton 
further discloses that the contact data selection can be use by either 
touching or non-contact (adjacent movement) of at least one data 
selection (102) (see Col. 4, lines 8-10). Furthermore, Newton depicts 
means (106) for transmitting a plurality of signals, wherein the means 
for emitting includes a plurality of electromagnetic signals (i.e. 
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infrared pulses (see Col. 3, lines 54-56) each aimed at a 
corresponding signal receiver (109) . In addition to having by way of 
example a means (300) see figure 3, for altering the path by partially 
blocking at least one transmitted plurality of electromagnetic 
signals, wherein a means (200) detects the altered plurality of 
signals by means (216) which receives the intensified signal that is 
measured and process by means (202) . Moreover, Newton describes means 
(202 and 217) for determining a position of the selection device from 
at least one of the altered plurality of signals and means (221) for 
correlating the position to at least one data selection (see Col. 7, 
line 7 to Col. 10, line 4) . 

As to claim 15, the method steps are inherent in the product 
structure of claim 21 above. 

Referring to claim 16, Newton discloses that the data selection 
as describes above provides the ability to improve on a number of 
different types of devices and mentions various examples (see Col. 11, 
lines 60-64). However, the fact that Newton does not mention elevators 
does not preclude one from using it on elevator system. It is well 
known in the art to use contactless buttons/switches on touchscreens 
within elevator systems (see for example the prior art references 
listed on Form 892) . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 11 and 17 are allowed. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: In view of the limitations the prior art 
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does not teach or fairly suggest a method and system for providing 
non-contact data selection including transmitting means comprising 
means for transmitting a plurality of acoustic signal from at least 
three groupings, each of the at least three grouping comprising a 
signal emitter for emitting one of plurality of acoustic signal having 
a unique frequency and a signal receiver for receiving one of the 
plurality of acoustic signals. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record in form 892 and not specifically 
relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure to 
further show the state of the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eduardo Colon- 
Santana whose telephone number is (571)272-2060. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 7:00am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Walter Benson can be reached on (571) 272- 
2800 X.37. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http: //pair- 
direct . uspto . gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free) . If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, 
call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Eduardo Colon-Santana/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 

/ECS/ 

February 28, 2009 
/T C Patel/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2839 



